John 9:35-41

Teaching Points


As we continue in this story of Jesus healing the man who had been blind from birth, let us notice once again the personal interaction between the two.  Jesus “saw” the man (v.1), “anointed” his eyes (v.6), and spoke to him (v.7).  Now we read that Jesus “heard that they had cast him out” (v.35) and went and “found him” (v.35) and engaged him.  Christ is seeking this man out.  He is initiating it all—the healing, both physical and spiritual.  He loves the man by healing his eyes and his heart.

This man was chosen for this affliction and this healing (v.3).  The works of God are revealed in him and Jesus came to do those works (v.4).  Those works reveal the mercy of God.


Discussion Question: What is the connection between seeing, believing and worshipping?

Thoughts: Everyone whose eyes are opened to see Christ clearly will believe in Him and worship Him.  Those who don’t worship Christ reveal that they can’t see Him.  Those who are blind live in darkness and don’t believe nor worship Christ.  Those whom Christ heals have their eyes opened to see Him and worship Him.  Read Psalm 19:8 and Ephesians 1:18 for more on this connection.


Discussion Questions:  According to verse 39, why did Jesus come?  What does He mean?  How does this relate to what He says of Himself in verse 5?

Thoughts: Judgment.  The man Jesus healed is a living example of this great spiritual truth: Jesus opens blind eyes.  Spiritually, those who admit they are blind because of their sin, will be given spiritual life/sight.  Conversely, those who refuse to admit their sins are spiritually blind.  The Pharisees seem offended with their question in verse 40, “Are we blind also?”  The answer is, “Yes, because you don’t think you have sin.  You can’t see that you are like this man.”  Here is their judgment: Jesus says they will “be made blind” (v.39).They can’t see the light of the world shining right in front of them while this man receives his sight.   

Let’s rejoice in the way Christ reveals Himself to this man. How sweet must these words have sounded to the formerly blind man’s ears: “You have both SEEN Him and it is He who is talking with you.” Until this day, no one had ever referred to this man’s having seen anyone – or anything. But Jesus has changed that. 

The end of the story leaves us with a man who can see – both with his eyes and his heart. Jesus has demonstrated to us once again how wonderful the light of the world truly is. 

Prayer Focus
Praise God for sight. Thank Him for enlightening the eyes of our hearts. Pray for more light (see Ephesians 1:18). 
